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D a g g e t t
County’s popula-
tion  trend has
grown over the
last two decades.
Population fell
during the 80s,
but experienced
steady growth in
the  90s, expand-
ing by 34 percent.
Moderate  levels
of growth are
forecast through
2010.

D a g g e t t
C o u n t y ’ s
popula t ion
has slipped
slightly since
the 2000 Cen-
sus. It is one
of 10 coun-
ties to show
popula t ion
decline.
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Age Groups

Daggett County’s population profile differs significantly
from  the Utah average.  Daggett’s 20 - 44 year-old popu-
lation  percentage is below that of Utah and the U.S. The
5-19 year-old population percentage is also below that
reported for the U.S. and Utah. Conversly, the older popu-
lation percentages are well above the state and the U.S.
averages.

The county’s fluctuating  economic growth and limited
educational opportunities  induce  many in the prime labor
force years of 20 - 44 to leave the area.
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Migration patterns largely mirror the economic perfor-
mance within the county.  The 70s reflect short periods of
growth due to the energy crisis and water reclemation
activities, which induced  periodic   in-migration.  The  col-
lapse of the energy industry resulted in out-migration in
the 1980’s. Eonomic growth  recovered in the 90s as
Daggett County’s economy slowly began to diversify, and
as trade and recreation-based activity began to grow.

Please note that this is just the migration component of
total population.  Daggett County’s population has tradi-
tionally grown due to the natural increase (births minus
deaths) component. The migration component affects this
growth by either accelerating or slowing the speed with
which the overall population increases or decreases.
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Employment Profile

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services.
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Employment

Daggett County’s employment trend over the last 30 years
shows expansion in the 70s and early 80s. This  job growth
was fueled by that period’s energy boom and water
reclemation projects. The late 80s saw a drop in employ-
ment as the energy boom ended. In the 90s, employment
has grown as the economy diversified into recreation and
tourism, and as trade, construction, and government ac-
tivity increased.
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Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services.

Two indutries dominate nonfarm employment in Daggett
County. Government tops the list lead by the demand for
federal land and water management,  education, health
care, and social services. The 90s also saw an increase in
the development of recreation and tourism based services.
Government and leisure and hospitality account for 87
percent of total nonfarm jobs.

F inancial Act.
0%

Information
0%

P rof. & B us. Svs.
0%

Government
54%

Trans. & Util.
2%

Manufacturing
0%Construction

3%
Trade

3%

Ed. &  Health Svs.
0%

Leisure & 
Hospitality

33%
Other Svs.

5%

Mining
0%



employment distribution by major industremployment distribution by major industremployment distribution by major industremployment distribution by major industremployment distribution by major industryyyyy

daggett county vs. stdaggett county vs. stdaggett county vs. stdaggett county vs. stdaggett county vs. staaaaate of Utte of Utte of Utte of Utte of Utahahahahah

20022002200220022002

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

The above chart shows the dominance of government (fed-
eral, state, and local) and leisure and hosptality in  Daggett
County’s economy.
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Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

The distribution of employment changed in Daggett County
during the past decade.  Leisure and hospitality and con-
struction have seen their share of employment increase,
while transportation, trade, and government have declined.

Percent

* Note: Preliminary 1992 NAICS nonagricultural employment estimate.
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Wages and Income

2002 a2002 a2002 a2002 a2002 average Montverage Montverage Montverage Montverage Monthlhlhlhlhly wy wy wy wy wageageageageage

by countyby countyby countyby countyby county

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.

Daggett County’s average monthly wage of $1,936 ranks
16th in the state.  Average monthly wages in the county
are 77% of the state average of $2,510.
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Daggett County’s average monthly
wage is lower than the statewide
average. During the 1990’s the gap
began to lessen, however it then in-
creased toward the end of the de-
cade. This reflects a burst of con-
struction activity in the middle of the
decade. Growth in trade and rec-
reation and lodging industries,
which tend to have lower  wages,
also occurred during the decade.

Daggett County
Average Monthly Wage

1992 - 2002

2002 $1,936
2001 $1,954
2000 $1,926
1999 $2,019
1998 $1,836
1997 $1,909
1996 $1,845
1995 $1,764
1994 $1,777
1993 $1,597
1992 $1,541
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Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services.
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Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services.

When it comes to total wages paid, government and lei-
sure and hospitality industries dominate, providing around
82 percent of the area’s total wages.  Government wages
account for 64 percent of the total and are an intergral
component of  Daggett County’s economy.
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Source: U. S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Wages are just part of the income picture.  The other in-
come sources are dividends/interest/rents, and transfer
payments.  The high-income dividends/interest/rents are a
higher percentage of income in Daggett County. Transfer
payments,on the other hand, are generally fixed-income
and not usually high-income.  These include social secu-
rity, disability, welfare, etc., and are more sustenance pay-
ments than they are generators of wealth.  Daggett County’s
dependance on transfer payments, at 21%, is  higher than
that of  Utah’s. Correspondingly, wages make up a smaller
percentage.
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Source: Utah State Tax Commission, Family Based Statistics of Income.

Household income tax returns of county residents may
also be analyzed. At the low-income levels, Daggett
County’s percentage is frequently higher than the state’s.
As incomes climb, that percentage is near the state aver-
age, except at the highest levels where it falls below the
state average.
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Other
   Economic
       Indicators
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Source: Bureau of Economic and Business Research, University of Utah.

Construction activity, measured by permits,  in Daggett
County grew throughout most of the 1990’s.  Residential
valuation dominates, though nonresidential valuations have
shown gains.  Repairs valuation has been consistent over
this decade, though typically it is smaller than residential
or nonresidential construction values.
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Source: Bureau of Economic and Business Research, University of Utah.

Source: Bureau of Economic and Business Research, University of Utah.

Authorized resi-
dential dwelling
unit permit num-
bers have  risen
e r r a t i c a l l y
throughout the
1990’s.  The
strongest growth
occured in  1997,
2000, and 2001.
Recreational op-
portunities helped
spur the demand
for housing.

As a component
of  permit-autho-
rized residential
cons t ruc t ion ,
manufactured
homes, mobile
homes, and cab-
ins dominate in re-
sponse to the rec-
reation economy.
Construction of
single-family units
are moderate.

residential permit autresidential permit autresidential permit autresidential permit autresidential permit authorizahorizahorizahorizahorizationstionstionstionstions

single-fsingle-fsingle-fsingle-fsingle-familamilamilamilamily homes, Muly homes, Muly homes, Muly homes, Muly homes, Multiftiftiftiftifamilamilamilamilamily unity unity unity unity units,s,s,s,s,
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Source:  Utah State Tax Commission.

The majority of re-
tail sales in Daggett
County  are re-
corded at motor
vehicle dealers/ser-
vice stations. Res-
taurant sales are
also important.
Smaller sales occur
at food stores.
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Source:  Utah State Tax Commission.

In a tourism/con-
s u m e r - d r i v e n
economy,  the ma-
jor points of mon-
etary interaction
are retail trade and
services.
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The importance of
travel and tourism in
Daggett County is
refleted by the
dominance of ac-
c o m m o d a t i o n
sales.

Source:  Utah State Tax Commission.
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Source:  Utah State Tax Commission.

Millions of Dollars

Gross taxable room
rents show how dra-
matically the recre-
ation-based industry
has grown during the
90s and into 2002
in Daggett County.
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